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too, never saw her daughter-in-law without being re-
minded of her own terrible mistake.

The Court avoided Josepha, because her obvious
unhappiness made every one uncomfortable. She was
virtually an outcast at the Hofburg and at Schonbrunn.
" If I were she/' Marie Christine once confessed, " I
would run away and hang myself on a tree at Schon-
brunn."

Josepha died of small-pox in 1767. The only
person who was consistently kind to her was Francis,
and she adored him and clung to him. But she did not
enjoy his comforting presence for long, as he died eight
months after her marriage.

Luckily for her own peace of mind, Maria Theresa
was too busy to brood about Joseph's miserable marriage.
Her other children needed her attention. She was
particularly concerned with Leopold, whose position
had become a more important one since the death of
his elder brother Charles. Leopold was now his father's
heir as Grand Duke of Tuscany. Later, Leopold lived
in Florence for twenty years, until the death of Joseph
made it necessary for him to return to Vienna to be
crowned as Leopold II.

Leopold, like Joseph, had not inherited his father's
jovial manner; he was exceedingly reserved. He
shared his elder brother's scepticism of the rigid religious
doctrines instilled into them since their youth by Maria
Theresa, and he often sided with Joseph, to whom he
was devoted, against his mother. Like her, Leopold
was later the parent of sixteen children, but apart from
her devotion to them, she and this son had nothing in
common*

The Empress devoted much thought to Leopold's